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The President and Coin-res-t.

' To nnnlyzo tho motives thnt move
Members of iho House of Hoprescntn-JBtc- s

to deny tho President titithorlty
fo conduct tlio fnrelsn affairs of tho
Government without Mibordluntlnu

'.himself to Congress Is not so simple
M It seems nt tlrst sight. Thoro Is

doubt nn elomcnt In tho House
that Is conscientious und honest In

ilts opposition to his assertion of
believing that It should have

omethlns to say about the con-

troversies with Germany and Grent
JJrituIn and sharo with tho President
:Jthe responsibility of guiding the "Ship
frf State" through the breakers. This
dement mean well, but Its composite
mind Is parochial, and It has an Im-

perfect understanding of the philoso-
phy of the Constitution; furthermore.
It knows little or nothing about inter-
national relations and the functions
0t the Department of State.

There Is another element In the
House that lives In mortal terror of
a diplomatic rupture because It may
be followed by war. This element Is
even willing, perhaps unconsciously,
to forfeit the rights of the United
Btntes that are gravely Involved If
pence can thus bo assured.

Hut when this Ins been snbl there
remain the political and personal mo-

tives thnt actuate members of the
majority, a considerable number of
them, we are afraid. The fact that
Mr. Ur.YAN Is so active from the wings
In carrying on what Is ostensibly a
peace propaganda but Is really a cam-

paign to discredit, weaken and under
mine the President, leaves no room
for doubt that there Is niiothor ele-

ment In Congress that U tint con-

scientious and honest In criticising
end opposing the President.

Thoro is still another element that
1b more concerned nbont its fence
"back home" than about the honor
find repute of the United States. It
tnkes color from constituents who
enro Just as little about the honor
rod good name of the United States.
In this group are as well
na Demo'T.'its. The personal equation
also has something to do with the
unseemly wrangle and eonfiiltin of
pnrpco in the House. Certain mem-

bers have never been In sympathy
with President Wilson from the day
the linltlnioro convention adjourned;
others have since developed a dislike
tor him he Is Pr. Fr.r.i. to them, or
they do not like his treatment of
them.

Now members of Mr. Wilson's
party may dislike him; others may
fear theru will bo grave complica-
tions if Congress does not intervene
Jn his conduct of International rela-

tions; others may be concerned only
about pleasing constituents with no
reenrd to tho duty they ow-- the union

ft these States; but there can be no
iflonbt of the mischievous and baleful
effect of tho spectacle of a Congress
thnt falls in n supreme crisis to hold
pp tho hands of the President, who
may have made mistakes but who
1st earnestly striving to keep the coun-

try out of war ami at the same time
maintain Its rights unimpaired. Noth-

ing could be more fatuous and blind

than to give the belligerents In I.u-top- o

tho 'Impression that the Ameri-

can Government was dlldcd against
ttcnlf nwl tlml fhnrnftirn no ntrnnflon!

need bo paid to its professions nnd
protests.

Wo trust that for the good name
Bud welfare of the nation and Its
respect Congres win come to Its

Senses without more paltering and
evasion and shoe the world by a ote
V)f confidence In the President, or by
action equlvabnt to It. that he repre-
sents the Aiiierlenn people not only

in their hope of peace but also in
their linn determination not to be

trilled with and humiliated.

The r.!nsilict!irri.
r II I.j diiibttnl that a man possess,
fhg a I iei' nse of humor could com-EO- lt

bin sphi 'liv. Humor, in lis ell'eet
Upon Its fortunate p iesnr, besets
H mental mie tui'l bulnnee that glos
to All IhliiU'i their propoi'tloiiale val-

ues. It Is evident Hint the (iraiid
DuliO Niiimi.ui of liiissln lucks Hint
saving grnee of humor that inlidit
pave Kted him from eummlitlug a
JlClllolH sin iignliisi the I lolly. He
xeccntl.v flegraplied io the C.ar ns
jfollnws; "lion has grunted Hie brim?
troops of the ann.v of the (Viueasiis
Buch great help that Hrcrum has
peen iiikcii.

. .not. t.. r ....il.l.
n tho Grand I Mike's public assertion

(bat the Almighty had been his ally

in tho winning of n victory, Bnch an
attitude upon the part of martini
conquerors goes back to prehistoric
times. Napolkon, who was endowed

j with a vein of cynical humor, asserted
that Gon always fought upon the nldo
of the strongest battalions. In put-
ting tin case In this way he avoided

j the Implication, blasphemous In Its
nature, which so many triumphant
commnnders make; thnt Gon, being
pleased with them nnd their cause,
worked n special miracle at some

! military crisis In their favor.
There are at present fifteen or six-

teen nations on earth, divided Into
two enmps, fighting each other to the
death in a gigantic, ghnstiy, murder
ous conflict. It is Inconceivable thnt
the Creator, tho Omniscient and Om-

nipotent, can take sides In this colos
sal, ungodly combnt. The very Idea

j Is absurd to the verge of the ridicu-
lous. It Is primitive, reactionary, a
kind of mental vermiform appendix
that has persisted In the mind of man
for countless nges. It Is unworthy
both of Goo nnd man, and belittles
the former, ns It stnltlftes the Intter.

A broader, grander conception of
the Deity, sprung from the higher

I realms of twentieth century thought,
makes of Him a being who fights
neither on the side of the strongest
buttallons nor of the weakest, whose
purtioses belong not to time, but to
eternity, nnd whose kingdom Is spiri-

tual, not ranterlal. Tho vlctorlons
; Genernl wno gives thnnks to God for
j u bloody triumph over his fellow men

Is either n blasphemer without humor
or n humorist without reverence.

Upbuilding staten Island.
In its present condition the treas-

ury of New Tork city gives little en-

couragement to tho residents of Ilich-mon- d

who nsk for o four track pas-

senger nnd freight subway to solve
their transportation dinicultles. When
Father KNtcKEnitocKta is restored to
opulence, tills improvement, or an-

other designed to serve Its object, will
be in order. Flut In the meantime
Staten Island should not be treated
like n stepchild.

The city has furnished for the
Island n ferry service as satisfactory
as can he expected. It enn do more
by protecting tho nlr of the detnehed
borough from the odors that nre
wafted across from New Jersey, nnd
by directing nttentlon to its advan-
tages as a place of permanent abode
and encouraging Its selection for the
homes of the thousands of families
that annually quit the congested bor-
oughs for the country. It should lie
within the power of some existing
bureau to advertise Staten Island ns
New Jersey, Ixmg Islnnd and West-
chester are ndvertlsed, and thus re-

duce the loss of desirable citizens thnt
Is constantly in progress.
Richmond Is attractive and will

be more populous. Its possibilities
should be mndo n matter of city con-

cern and their development under-
taken with vigor on a comprehensive
plan.

The Root of Much RtII.
Were there assurance that the dis

missal of eighty-tw- o midshipmen for
failure to puss the Naval Academy
semi-annua- l examinations would lie
rigidly and uncompromisingly en-

forced there might lie good ground
for rejoicing. Such n result would go
far toward removing tho deplorable
Impression made by the exhibit of

' academy standards of discipline and
scholastic honor which Inst spring's
Investigation of Annnpolls spread be-

fore the country.
I It was then shown thnt fraudulent
practices In obtaining prior knowl-
edge of examination papers were

' widely prevalent ; so widely prevn-- (

lent In fact that there inevitably arose
I the disheartening question whether
our Naval Academy grnduntes got
their diplomas testifying to their full
promotion Into the ranks of the ofll-ce-

(

nnd gentlemen of the United
, States navy by thoroughly and hon-
orably meeting the academy require-
ments of scholarship and conduct, or
whether they got them through sys-

tematic lying, fraud and theft. There
was n sickening weight of testimony
in support of the latter theory,

(

i Now the fact of eighty-tw- o dismis-
sals for failure to pass examinations
Is strong presumptive evidence thnt
heretofore existing opportunities for
fraud have been either greatly cur-

tailed or entirely suppressed. Unhap-
pily the evil does not stop nt the mere
fact of the fraud Itself. Indeed the
frauds which were exposed last sp-In-

g

are only symptoms, tho inevitable log-le-

result of a vastly greater evil,
an evil which Is nn ever present
threat to the discipline and rflloleney
of both our great nntlonnl academies,
military and naval, noth at West
Point and at Annapolis tho one over-
shadowing Influence most disastrous
to discipline and to giving the coun-

try the blub standards of oflWoncy
expected from Its military and naval
nfllcers Is now and hns been for years
the practice of both cadets and mid-

shipmen running snivelling to their
Congressmen every time their Incom-

petence and misconduct bring the
legitimate and proper result In terms
of punishment.

"My Congressman," he Is the ever
present help In time of trouble for
the weakling and the slacker In our
t ruining schools of both brunches of
the service, training schools whoso
supreme mission it Is to sift out tho
weaklings and the slackers mid look
well to it that none such wear Hie

uniform of oillcers in the United
Stales army and navy. Out and
nboe the rulings of oillcers In com-man- d

of both these great schools,
against which there should be no ll

save such os military law pro-- I

vides, there bus been raided up a

Supreme Court of Political "PulT
where nil baby net pleas are tenderly
heard nnd adjudicated with a Just
and nice discrimination based on tho
appellant's personnl nnd family Influ-
ence bnek la the Congressman's homo
district Secretary Daniels In tho
present Instanco hns approved tho ac-
tion of tho Annapolis Examining
Hoard. That Is good so far as It
goes, but the returns from the Con-
gressional districts nre yet to come In.
The Supreme Court of Political Pull
hns not handed down Its decision.

When It becomes tho Inevitable
practice that appeal to this tribunal
over the bends of commanding off-

icers means Instant and automatic
expulsion for cadet or midshipman,
then and not until then will our
splendid mllttnry and naval acade-
mies be on a plane to turn out the
lino product they aro so excellently
equipped to turn out from that su-

perb raw material with which the
country Is so lavishly supplied.

Selections on a Public Character.
Wo feel not the slightest trace of

remorse or regret ns wo contemplate
the course of conduct which has
brought to us the subjoined Intrinsi-
cally reproachful letter:

"To tub Editor or Tub Bm Mr: I
nrrtlca that on aeve-n- a occasions Tirs
Sun rava much rrpaco to the doings of
Mr. CiiARtxa Chaplin.

"Does The Sun behove it a rreat
In public fast for amuse,

ment that a fellow like that can earn
1520,000 a year for dolnic a few clownish
stunts? A. Howubach.

".New Tork, March 3."

If our friend applies the word "fel-
low" to tho golden comedian of the
screen with disparaging Intent, we
must respectfully rebuke htm. By all
accounts Mr. Chaplin Is a well be-

haved young mnn In private life, not
less puzzled than others over the diff-
iculties encountered In tilling out nn
Income tax return, abstaining in his

moments from those
eccentricities that have amused nnd
startled so many thousands of his
fellow citizens, nnd comporting him-
self with modesty In the presence of
persons less gifted than himself. Our
correspondent might eat luncheon be-

side Mr. Chaplin without running the
slightest risk of having n cream puff
smashed on his bend; Mr. Chaplin
when not professionally engaged de-

scends stnlrs In the ordlnnry man-
ner; nnd he does not, except when
the exigencies of the scenario and tho
Instructions of the director require It,
Immerse himself In mud puddles or
entangle his legs in clothes lines.

We confess thnt we should be puz-
zled If we were required to bring for-
ward evidence thnt Mr. Chaplin has
contributed notably to the advance-
ment of public good taste; but that
lie has done nnythlng to harm It we
do not believe. Mr. Chaplin is not
vulgar in the sense of resorting to
suggestive methods to elicit Inughter.
He depends on nn uncommon agility,
n highly developed sense of the gro-
tesque, an amazing capacity for sur-
viving tumbles, bumps, kicks and
thumps, nnd on an acute perception of
the public's Infinite capacity to enjoy
the misfortunes of mock gentility.
We know of nobody more dlgnllleil
than Mr. Chaplin; wallowing in n
tub of dough he wears the nlr of
a gentleman of the old school taking
the nlr; If It bo counted an accom-
plishment to "strut sitting down."
how shall we describe that gift which
enables n man to 1m pomiKius when
precipitated Into a cistern?

What Mr. Chaplin has done Is to
adjust Ills genius to a public which
for generations lias laughed Immoder-
ately over the slapstick and the blad-
der, a public not composed of bad or
Ignorant or utterly Illiterate Individ-
uals. He has recognized that when n
mon's hut Is blown from his head
In Broadway more pnssersby grin at
the not essentially humorous Incident
than disregard It; he hns taken ad-

vantage of the weakness of human
nature that brings n smile, not of
sympathy, to the onlooker's face when
a gentleman fulls tint on the side-
walk ; he has not been unobservant of
the enlightening fact that If the acci-
dent befalls One laden with bundles
thnt smile becomes u laugh. Mr.
Cii ri.!N lias accepted public tate as
he found it. lie has done nothing to
lower It; he has merely ncknowledged
It In a philosophic spirit, and turned
Its Infirmities to good account.

And he hos given good value for
all he hns received. The merriment,
the relaxation, tho honest Inughter
be has Inspired are cheaply bought.
They arc worth more In retrospect
and In prospect than the gold he has
received for them. The knowledge of
this must compensate him for some
of the trials he undergoes; It may
even snlve the bruises nnd render less
Irksome tho black nnd blue spots he
accumulates In the course of his
amazing performances.

Latin America at Harvard.
Political application of the pro-

gramme of friendship promulgated by
the recent n congress nt
Washington may advantageously be
deferred, but the practical encourage-
ment of Intellectual community enn-no- t

begin too soon or be prosecuted
too diligently. The establishment nt
Harvard of a chair In I.iKIn American
history and economics Is a Mop In tho
right direction, and eminently satis-
factory to advocates of rapproche-
ment is Hie appointment to tho new
professorship of Pr. ICiinksio Qit,-sah-

Attorney-Genera- l of Argentina
iiml professor In the Unlwrslty of I.n
Plata and the University of Buenos
Ay res.

In nn address delivered In this city,
nfter tho closing of the congress of
the American republics, Dr. Qumada
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I contributed the Influence of his opln-- 1

Ion to the Idea thnt It would be bet-- ,

tcr to establish and
make It fruitful through Intellectual
Interchango thnn through political re-

lations. In his Harvard professor-
ship Dr. Quesaoa will have oppor-
tunity, to appeal to motives more last-
ing than the Impulses of sentiment,
encouraging without forcing those In-

clinations to friendship which will
enter, In the natural course of events,
Into such practical relationships ns
those of commerce. In pnrtlculnr he
will be able to dispel, within a limited
field, that Ignorance which fosters In-

ternational hostility, and to help to
establish that understanding which
makes for peace nnd reciprocal pros-

perity.
In January Dr. Qucsada remarked

that efforts toward
"have constituted a playful game of
hide and seek, Innocuous conferences
and ornamental oratory." Harvard
has done well to give him opportunity
to demonstrate the excellence of his
views upon the most efficacious means
to correct this error.

We must rtand by the President This
Is an International quesUon, and we
must stand behind the President In all
matters of thla kind. William II. Tapt.

What says the other

I contend that the divorce rate does
not Indicate tho falling off of morale
among women. Professor Liciitknrch-oe- h

of thu Vn4verUv of Pctinjlfrtnld.
Why contlno the speculation to the

women? There nre men with whom
the best of women could not live in
bonds of matrimony. Generalizations
about the rato of dlvorco aro always
dangerous, becauso the rate varies
with the number of muses of divorce
recomilzed by different States.

Professor UAfSENPERom, Inventor of
the 42 centimeter howitzer, promises
to xrovlde Germany with a gun thnt
will hit England from across the Chan-
nel. The futuro looks dnrk for

If the eminent nnd gifted
professor achieves his now project.

Either the United States or Japan, or
an entente between the two nation,
must control the development of the e,

and It !h futllo to BUtpos, thnt
Japan Is irolng to lie content to do any-
thing other than captain the development
of tho Orient OiMni.rs A.
Towne.

While Japan with her military
nnd strategic position Is the

Kreatest PncWe Power at the present
time. Great Britain and France, and
oven Kunsla, ns well as the United
States, have Interests in the p.iclric.
so thnt tho problem Is somewhat com-
plicated.

Envet. Pasha has moro lives than
Felts domestic.

The wits of tho House of Commons
hail with dellKht the announcement
of Secretary of Agrlcu'.turo Aruxn
that Colonel Hall Walkeh has Riven
the nation a racing stud valued at

?"0.000. It Is no doubt a tbem for
Infinite Jest, this participation of the
British Government in breeding and
racing; but shocking us the Institu-
tion of the turf may 1 to u certain
type of moralist, wo should like to
cce the United States Government
come Into possession of a stib'.e like
Colonel Walker's. Then tho War De-
partment could look forward to an
early Improvement In the army's
mounts, and In courso of time to nn
ample supply of thoroughbreds for the
artillery and cavalry.

Can the fact that the Hon. Gtonrrn
Jj. Recop.0 Is out campaigning for the
Governorship nomination in New Jer-
sey have relation to the fact that the
price of kus is lower In that State than
In this?

President Wilson Is reported to
have paid: "When I am recanted In
Kngland ns nnd in Ger-
many an I know I nm
pursuing the right course of American
neutrality." in the ureal emergency
Mr. Wilson should ponder prayerfully
upon the celebrated spying of Davy
C'Roi-Kirr- r.

Importations of diamonds nnd other
precious stones rose JI.ODO.OOO in value
last month over the January figures.
Happy omen for thu June brides!

A Georgia mnn who sends a letter
to President Wilson enclosing a money
order for 60 cents, with the request
that it be used to promire a divorce
for tho writer, gives this nceount of
his matrimonial difficulty: "We did
not fall out. She Just walked out."
A strike and apparently n lockout.
Tho decree ought not to Here
Is a case, not for the wisdom of Solo-
mon, but for the tact and Infinite
patience of Secretary Ti.'mi'i.tt, who
will no doubt effect a reconciliation.

The sum of 7,000,000,000 lire has
been subscribed In Italy to carry on
the war. Is Italy petting tier money's
worth out of her participation In It?

The Turks, realizing that their hold
on Constantinople will be lost if the
Quadruple Kntente wins, nnd will be
precarious if tho Teutons prevail, nre
naturally nervous about the Russian
successes In Armenia. It would not
be astonishing If the Turks soon
ceased to be n fnctor In the Balknn
cnmpalirn and devoted all their ener-
gies to saving tho pieces In Asia
Minor.

Whoe ox was Gored?

Man la Ilo.t.
To tub Eonoa or Tin res Mr: A

Opnonerlama hav been dtxuined lately In
Tim Hutt, I would lay there la a very Kind
peclmen mentioned by Dean Hole In one

of hla book.
A rlersyman la preachtnr to a let of

farm Inborera und berfna, "1 aee before me
many tona of nil." v. f.

Nrw York, March 4.

The Itefuteoa.
from th Kprctalar.

I'aat the uvirrhlnc men, where the treat
road i nr..

Out "f Imrnlnr Vpre three pnte women
came:

One wae a widow (Helen to the rutin!)
Hhe wherleil k heaped up barrow, One

bulked Hm
And ilrasired two Utile children at her

lde.
Tired and fouglitn with rhe duat. The

third
Nealjeil a dead child on her brnaat, and

tiled
To eurkle him. They never rj.oke a

w ord.
So they came dnvwi alnna; the urent Tpren

I OHll,
A Midler Hluyed hla mirth to wateti them

Turned, and In Hence helpe.1 Ihem with
llielr Joad,

And led them to a fie 1.1 and save diem
bread.

I aw then) hide their facea In the araai
And cry, women cried when Chrlatvy dead.

w. a. m.

FOR AN EXECUTIVE BUDGET.

Senator flnie Illuminates the Dark
Places In Slate Finance.

To the Koitor or The Sun Sir.' The
government of to-d- Is topsy-turv-

Although already overtaxed every one Is
devlBlng new taxes. Instead of devising
efficient methods for eliminating waste.
.i Washington, where they have en-
acted an Incomo tax law so ambiguous
that It requires an encyclopaedia of rules
to Interpret It, the present suggestion Is
that all rates be Increased. In New York
State the Governor's specialty Is "direct"
taxation, while a State Senator from
New York city, after a legislative inves-
tigation, recommends a State Income tax.
In the city of New York another com-
mission, this one operating under ap-
pointment by the Mayor, also recom-
mends a State Income tax as "a partial
means" of securing additional revenue,
and, falllnr a State Income tax, suggests
an "abilities tax," composed of a "habi-
tation tax," an "ocoupatlen tax" and a
"salaries tax." alto a tax on "Increments
of land values."

Taxes are flrultlplyln and tax Invent-
ors are searching Into euch far comers
that even the blind beggar upon the
streot comer may expect at any moment
that a tax will be levied upon hla cup, as
well as upon the dog which leads him
from pillar to post. Yet the relief la In
platn sight nnd the people refute to see
It. The remedy Is at hand and those at
the helm refuse to grasp It

What, then, Is tbe evil and what Is the
remedy7 The evil Is tho enormous waste
due to the present confused method of
tlnanclng Government and the conse-
quent leaks In the machine. The remedy
Is an executive .budget and publicity In
legislative action thereon. In other
words, the Governor should submit to
the Legislature annually a well thought
out plan of flminelnK the State Govern-
ment, one for which he Is willing to iis-su-

respotiKlblllty before tho people of
the .State. This budget should consist
of estimates of expenses prepared by re-
sponsible heads of the executive depart-
ments, together with .i carefully prepared
statement of current resources ami lia-
bilities and a proposition by tb Kxecu-tlv- e

for raising revenues so adjusted to
expenditures as to balance the account.

At the present time In New York
State there Is no plan or budget for
tlnanelne the state. The Legislature rind
not the Kxecutlve Initiate proposals for
expenses. And the actual work Is not
even done by the) Legislature Itself but
by standing committees deliberating In
secret Tho Hon. Henry L. Stlmson,
speaking for the Finance Committee of
the recent Constitutional Convention, i

said, Record, pageg l.f.72-- 3 :

Th"? main criticism the oommlttee would
make, and which underlie! the. whole mat-
ter, l that there he been a fhlfttnt of
functlotie. -- o to epeak, a elldlns backward
of the thlnce the different branohea of the '

State government ourht to do. until the
Uutv which tho Hxecutlv ourht to do hat
ben rradu::y allowed to elide over Into
the I,ellatiire It li been a teneral
elMlnc back until the performance of the ,

aholn function linn been t out of Joint,'
rtleliitexrated, j

It Ik the exs-iitlv- e rlerMrtment In all
its hran.hes whl.-l- i expends inot of the
State s ieone K.i 'h he.nl of dep.irt-mt- it

knows, or nt .my r.itf Itnons hettrr
than any one .se, what money h" iiomIs
to run tils ilep.irtiiint. It therefore
common sen th.it the Initial tep ofmiking ertlnntes should eotn- - fruai tie'exeute ill pirtment. Th- - I..clsl.iture
h.n no first hand knowledge of netds,
and tlie present system of permitting It
M tlotind.jr along .md evo.. appropria-
tion bills without any plan Is the tlrt
re.iMui of the gnat naMe In our

sjstem. I

To-da- y the Governor Is required bv
the Constitution to communicate by nW-sag-

to the LeglaUture at everv session
the condition f the State and reeom-men- d

to It such matters ns he shall Judceexpedient I Article IV.. Section O. Gov-
ernors attempt to (o this by an annualmessage and n financial message . andsome lioiernors have written able nies-sae-

on finance. No Governor, how- -
eer. Ii.ih et taken the positive standthat it Is his duty In eommunliutltie the
condition of the Stnt and making ree- -
ommendatlons to furnish to the legis-
lature a comprehensive budget plan lev-ering both revenues ami eatlmates of ex-
penditures. The present Goiernor has
concerned himself Wt), the mbje-- t of
Srate finance, and lu recently imden ommendatlons for Improvement In re-
spect to details, and .t wa hoped
th.it he would assume full responsibility
for an executive lllld"t H,. contented
himself, however, with subnitt.ng to theLegislature n form of nppmprl itlon bill,
and declared he was "not at this time
prepared to stipiort any plan which
shall make tie, i;xecutle other than
whit he has been In the pist."

The vital ineil for an executive budget
is made apparent by a glance at the

by whi.li appropriations hauen and aie being made. , body of
men, or i.itlier two bodies, one known as
the U,ts mid Means Committee of tlx
Assembly and the other as the Finance
C immittw of th. See.it,., meet tiy.rther
toward the end of the bvlelatne ses-io- n

with stenographers and adding machines
Some tlguies are fixed by m.iud.itort
statute and the Comptroller transmits
other-- , hut the exis-uti- . department sub-
mits no plan. From somewhere or otlur
come informal estimate- -. .Many of thc.-- e

estimate. are led up the hiek'st.tirs bv
a public oitlctr or politician of the san-.'-

tsilltlcnl f.iun !, the tiiijnrlty of theLegislature. This clnhs of individual has
no responsibility to any one and tries to
obtain not what he needs but what be
can get. Then each member of the com-mltti-

ami particular Urn two chair-
men, are buttonholed by ewryhody who
has. an excuse to graft on the State from
Nassau to Krio and from Warren to
Chautauqua. Finally these committees,
after a good deal of hard work upon ma- - ,

terHl for which they hau no responsi-
ble guarantee, evohe two hills, en the
general supply bill, which is to take ef- -

feet Immediately, nnd the other the gen-- .
ral appropriation bill, which contains

proprtjt.oiiH for the llscal year commenc-
ing on the Urst of October next there-afte- r.

These bills make their appear-n- n

out of committee at tho scry end of
the s(s-dni- Sometimes they are printed
In part, but they are seldom more than
partially printed. They are often cov-
ered with pasters and bear erasures and
Interlineations.

The Constitution provides that no bill j

shall bu pased unless It shall have been '

printed and upon the desks of the mem- -
'

bers In Its tl'ial form at least three d.ijs
prior to its final passige, but no general
appropriation or supply bill ever had the
honor of being printed ami upon the desk
of membets In Its tlu.il form for three
hours befoio Ita tin.) passage Why Is
that? The Constitution contains a pro-- ,
vlso that the ruin above stated applies )

"unle.t" the i;oernor shall have certified
to the necessity of tho Immediate pas
sage or urn nm; and eveiy tiovernor
from time Immemorial has cci titled to
tho necessity of the Immediate passage
of theisj bills, pasters, Interlineations,
erasures and all, So It will surprise no
one, that, the committees having reported
the same and the tbuernor having certi-
fied to tho necessity of t heir Immediate
passage, no member of thu Legislature
pays any attention to what Ih going on
arid thu bills are promptly pissed, the
majority glilug the otes mi a shnit toll '

call, and the minority leader making a
few facetious remarks about the extrav-
agance of the prevailing party, ami then
these two blllH go to tho Governor, and
the Legislature promptly adjourns slim
die. of publicity theixi Is none.

The Governor's budget should go direct
to committee of the whole, that Is, a
eomnilttro composed of all the members
of either or both houses, Those mem-
bers who wish to mid new or Increase
old Hems should publicly give their rea-
sons for Increase, Those nienibeis who
wish to reduce Items should publicly ex-
press their comment on tho Governor's
tlguies. The Governor should ha the
power to appear before this committee
of tho whole to defend his plan, both in
general and la detail, and the committee,
while It should not have the power of

subpoena over the Oovernor, who Is the
head of another branch of Government,
should have full power to summon

It all heads of departments, under
tho Governor, nnd to requlro them to ex-

plain any Items.
In order to Increase publicity, the

British Commons hus recently consti-
tuted a new committee, of which not tho
majority leader but the minority leader
Is chairman, so that that committee
will be a committee of audit and criti-
cism, and there will be a public debate
between those who defend tho Admini-
stration's plan and those whose duty It Is,
as a responsible minority, to point out
Its defects.

Our present system Is also defective In
other respects. There are fifty-on- e mem-
bers of the Senate and one hundred and
fifty members of tho Assembly, and every
ono of these two hundred and one mem-
bers of the Legislature has the right to
Introduce "special" appropriation bills of
his own. Tt happens every year that long
before the Finance Committees grind out
the general appropriation and uupply
bills a large number of "special" bills
have been Introduced by members, passed
by the Legislature and sent to the

and the Governor .has given them
Executive approval. In 1916 the Gov-
ernor, prompted to zealous righteous-
ness by the criticisms of his financial
message, gavo a series of public hearings
upon the appropriation nnd supply bills:
but at the very moment when he gave
thoso hearings be was In the embarrass-
ing position of having already signed
IS, 131, 33.2fl of special bills. In other
words, he had originally submitted no
general plan to the Legislature, and bo
ex-e- prevented himself from working
out a later day plan when the general
appropriation and supply bills came to
him by having already signed appro-
priations of nearly IS.r.OO.OOn.

It Is to be hoped that publlo opinion
may so crystalllxo daring the next six
months that both andldatcs for (Jov-ern- or

this year will compelled to
pledge themseUes to a programme of
financial reform, Including the executive
budget John liotusET Saxe.

Nr.w York, March 4.

THE VOTE IN THE SENATE.

K Identic tho Intention Wax to Sup-

port Iho President.
To THE HDlTon of Till) SUN Sir- - Sen-

atorial dignity certainly wabbled a hit
Friday afternoon. For a time It looked
as though the blind had led tho blind
Into a blind alley. Senator Borah was
sure that there aro none so blind as they
who will not listen. Undoubtedly at the
opening of the session the deolre and
Intent 'f the Senate were to table the
Gore resolution and uphold the Presi
dent Then came the substitution fur
the resolution warning Americans not
to travel on armed merchantmen, chang-
ing this t" a resolution that
tlie death of an American on an armed
merchantman through a German sub-

marine attack without warning would
be a cause for war.

The Senate, keyed up and ready to
defeat the itoro resolution, hesltuted not
a moment tie- - substitute differed
ridlcally from the original resolution.
The steam roller was read, ami flatten-
ing nut all opposition carried '.he stib-st.tu- t"

to the table by ote of almost
rte to one Hurrah' Tho President Is
xittdtcatrd ' Amer.c.tti rights are .l'

Then i p.iue, and cotiMerna-t'on- !

Want is 'his the Senate ha done"
Has It sipielcheil th- effort to warn
Americans from Atlantlr travel" Zounds,
no! yuite the contrary. It has killed
a declaration that Amirlcaiis have a
right to travel' Has tho S'mute, then,
in effect, instead of refusing to Issue a
warning to American that was con-
trary to the I'r'flident's wishes, de-

clined to suplort a resolution which ex-

pressed Oh Identical contention of the
President That w-- It. The Senate
had tabl.d the proposition that Ameri-
cans are entitled to protection on the
high si.is. The Senate, Instead of up-
holding the 'resident, lias given aid and
encouragement to Germany in th-- i sub-
marine controversy.

A whirlwind of contradictory opinion
as to what the result of the Senate's
action really was swept through the
Capitol, and It was soon humming with
expectant comment as to the next move.
Experienced statesmen tor a time
seemed nonplussed and old tlmo news-
paper correspondents said it was one of
the vnrnt muddles they had eer tried
to clear up. OM m the stress and
storm came tb n from tbe White
llou-- e to accept tbe Sen He's somew hat
contradictorv action as satisfactory, to
take the will for the deed

There nccr was anv question but
thit the Senate's heat t had been right;
that It wanted to support the Kxeeutle.
that it w mted to notlfv Germany thit
It backed the President's stand f"r
American rlshts. Hut In the face of
this excellent 'ntditlon tie- - Senate
tabled a resolution exprfssing

the American diplomatic conten-
tion

i 'aim consideration and the approval
of the Senates action a' the White
Home indicate that 'he wise conri" !

not to take up the nmstion again, but
to wi rlook spe. I tic fe.iturr e anil accept
the undr.ubte I entrlt of the Senate voti,
which was stmpl to s'lletrnck all dis-
cussion and resolutions bearing on the
submarine controversy, leaving the
uuesilon absolutily in the hands of the
President, as he desires

And so the action will s'nnd: so It
must be loiked upon bv the House, and
Germany must accept it as the plain in-

tention of the senate to support tlie
President of the United Stnt.s. unquill-tledl- y

and by an overwhelming vide.
0irriKii.

Washington, P. C. March t
The Banger of Stone.

To nir. KnrroR or The Sun Sir: Tin:
St-- asks, "Of what public use Is Gore""
Of wTint public uee is Ills mate In eelf. j

stultification, W J. Stone of Missouri"'
That tills man H head of the important
FoicIcti Relations Committee, of the
United Stales Senate Is a travesty. Ills
miserable, slilfh' record at home, as
shown in the early days of Folk's cam-palg-

ought to hae barred him from
otllee. Hut Old Mlzzourah Is not very
particular, sometimes.

RnsTONt March I. Victor M.vr.TiN.

Information Abont the City Inspector's
Records Wanted.

To tub Kpitoh or Tub Srs Sir: In the
recor.la of one of New York'a prominent
ihurches from is:rt to 1810 It Is said that
"the ..uceferllng restore deplore the, fact
tlist their predecf nora left na tstls(nrtor) j

list of raniiuunlCHnla, Ac that the nsnira
of those Interred In the vaults had lie
been all recorded, but that full Information
tuny t'e secure 1 at the Tlt JnnpeeturV
Office."

Can any of your readers tell me where
to tlnd the City Inspector's records? That
otllee la not exlatlnc 1 understand, nnd
the lleultli Department's records of deaths
diite from isr.a only. t; it,

rnti.apEi.riiu, March 4,

Society In Nenr Hampshire,
t ram Me MiinrheHtr Mirror,

Hill HrlKira fell over a to rlburrnw and
broke lila none slid sewn cnmmimhnents

Arthur Davis was iinfortuii He In lenlng
thu village Friday nlsht. after intending
the grange meeting When driving from
the vurd wlu re llbl hori.li hud hern put up
a runner of tho elelgh lilt h emue p.it ,u,d
tipped mil both he ami h young lady ulei
accompanied him.

Culture In Arkansaja,
I'rom Ihr Ciinuav I "3 t

Mr. ll.inklns traded a mule to
Woodward for nil ergon for his folks. Now
listen for eonie good tlltlUc,

(Yntrnarlanlsm.
renditions bilnt what tMey ere,

In thla our vale of tears,
What busy man can apsre tha ma

To Ilea a nundrea itarat

THE CAPITOL SYMBOLS.

Mast Its Architecture Be Changed lo
.Suit the New Polities?

To tub Editor or The Sun Sir; Art
and architecture have from 'the earliest
days sought to symbolize tho Ideals of
the people, and the monuments of tho
past, whether In Pompeii or In Egypt,
how that ambition. The architects of

the national Capitol, under tbe Inspira
tion of President Thomas Jefferson,
sought to symbolize the strenxth of the
new republic In tho ornamentation of
that great maTble palace of tho people,
and they adopted a new prlnclpto In
decoration which the first architect, e,

called "the American order" of
columns and capitals. The peoplo
called tho result of "Lbo American
order" the "corncob columns" and the
"tobacco capitals,"

These columns and capitals are still
tho most original bits of art In the
Capitol. Supporting the old Senate
chamber, now that of the Supreme
Court, Latrobe, after consultation with
Jefferson, placed the "corncob columns,"
which symbolize the great American
staple that had Its origin on this con-
tinent and was known as Indian corn.
These columns lino tho walls of the
small vestibule to tho law library of
Congress nnd support the chamber of
the Supremo Court. The fluting of the
columns represents cornstalks, and the
capitals are adorned with half opened
ears of com, the silken husks forming
the drapery for the full kernelled ears.
Carved from Carrara marble, these col-um-

are the most original ornamenta-
tion of the Senate wing of tho Capitol.

The House of Repitsentatlves Is d

by tho .masslxe "tobacco col-
umns" which line tho main corridor of
the first floor, nnd from their capitals
spring great tobacco leaves.

Thomas Jefferson was a mnn of cut-t-

o as well as one of great learning and
great patriotism. He Is said to have In-

spired theso decoration, of tho Capitol,
begun In his Administration, to gc the
building a distinctive art, representative
of the new nation then attracting at-

tention In the world. Ho turned to the
two great agricultural htaples of the
country, corn and tobacco.

Tho principal commercial product of
corn w.is whiskey, because It was the
most compact for shipping oer the
mountains to the seaboard to be ex-
ported to Europe. Jefferson, like Wash-
ington, bad a on his plantation and
a favorite brand of distillation. Whether
that hid any part In the Inspiration for
tlie "corncob columns" to support the
old Senate chamber Is not known, any
more than whether be selected tho "to-
bacco columns" to represent the great
Virginia product of that day. But theso
two groups of columns were designed
for the support of the Congress of the
United States, presumably to remind the
lawmakers thnt these two staples were
Important supports of the republic.

Corn and tolia.-c- o have temalned very
Important supports of the Federal Guv-- :
eminent , well as of the American
people, for more than half of alt the
tntern.it mciiues of the Government In
tlie last lift years h:i come from taxes
(! iorn Juice anil tobacco. They still
pay more than half of all the Internal
taxes and produce more than one-thi-

of all thu revenues of the Govern-
ment, the revenues which the Senate
and House appropriate fur the support
of the multipled agencies, of the na-
tional Government.

And yet Senators nnd Hepiesentatlves
have In recent years stood on the floors
suprorted by these symbolic columns to
declare that com Juice and tobacco are
poisons which must be prohibited to the
people. We also have activo and ener-
getic lobbyists pacing the corridors sup-
ported by the columns who Insist that
the. Federal Constitution must be
amended to prohibit forever within the
confines of the nation tho manufacture,
rale and ue of these "poisons."

This demand for the prohibition of the
ir.osi popular prouucis o; corn ana io
i.nvo may, tf successful, Inspire er

propaganda, to tear from the
Capitol the "corncob" and "tobacco"
columns and place there some moro
repreentxtlv supports for Congress that
will better symbolize the Ideals of the
Arrerlcan people y. To carry out
the- plans of Jefferson and of Congress,
the new columns should represent a
large share of the revenues which give
Congress so much concern In appropriat-
ing for pork barrels, bug catchers and
perm killers lti the rural districts. The
new idf.i In taxation for revenue ap -

pears to bn an Increase of the Income
tax. and all the plans now formulating
In Congress to wipe out the treasury
deficit nte to tax the rich and give to
the poor.

To carry out this ideal of the plain
nennl.. In the de,sir.itl.ns the n ,tlnn!,1
i apitol it might lie well to go b ick to
the old Egyptian columns representing
the human f.irn. and supplant the "corn- -
col, " and "tobacco" columns with heroic

thun- -

defender of the plain Then our
great marble palace of the on
Cardiol Hill will resemble one of the
..,,....,,i Places recentlv uncovered at- :

and other along the Nile.
The only Is as to whether such.,, ft.. !.,. . .v. ...l ( ll.ll.se tui,et i,VMrrPMr i
a reaction to the symbols representing

years ago. or long before tlie beginning
of Christian civilization. L W. R.

W.vsiiimiton, l. C, March 1.

FEDERAL COURT CLERKS.

A Mipreme Court Decision Affecting
ernnn.nn .

To Tin: Kpitor ov Tub Sun Sir; As
Senator Shields has Introduced a bill
(S. lin5M for tlie appointment of clerks
of United States courts by the Fiesldent.
an extract from the decision of tlio

Court of the States In the
taturof Duncan N. Henneii, 13 Peters,

ir.o. :.'7. may be Interesting to the
Judiciary Committee. It Is as

in the of Fulled Mat. .
Article II, S. It l provided
that the President slmll nominate, .in.l tn
and with the sdvlce and consent of the
Senile, shall appoint, cerulu ctrtcers

to

Ian;

proper, In President alone. In
the courts or In heads of df
purttnetits Tlie apputnttng puwei per,
deslcnuiisl, In the l.ntfr part of Hie
Hon, ni doubt. Intended lo be ev
erclsed bv department of liovem
ment to which thg oftlcer to be

appropriate ty brimmed Tip.
polntment of clerks of courts properly be

'

longs to courts of law, ..ml tti.it a
elerk Is of the interior

provision In
cannot . nuetloned

NOSMt C. P.CTM.R.
iNPtANArot.ts, 1

Tlie New n. Seen an Ironical;
'"""I.

mr Kiiii'ii m Tor st - Vniong
ih liiforniel of tin. an ui (and

nf these poor old Fnllid
s well expected that at

ilose of the an conflict ilernintiy
Is coining over lore to give ill licking
nt lives. Jap ni for
the Kline bllstnees

So, In view nf t lie fact our
tve arbiy nut bo organized for m

er.il there Is no doubt In tlie minis
of thinking Hint If lluropean
w.i- b Inside of two e'at

wl I eventually belong to
.laps and lieim.ui.

Well, knowing Hits tn he our
had wo better biglu id hoot

tns df mians and Japs who I

ready here, and thus have some friends ,

Ill the nation? IUdlss.tt.i:as.i, ! i. I

BRDERE DENOUNCES

CITY PENSION PLAil

Disaster Will Bcsnlt fTnlefi

System Is Reorganized,

Dcclnrcs.

F0TNTS ITS ERRORS

Henry Urtiore, City Chamberlita, pre.
sents y to the Commiastsi
on Pensions part t of tho of h!
Investigation the existing nine citj
pension affecting municipal
employees. Eight these uro depait.
mental funds applying to policemen,

teachers, street cleaners,
professors. Department tne
ployees, the Supremu Court of tho Pirn
and StsMiid departments, und the nlno,
Is a general fund, known as the Grade
law fund, covering all municipal em
ployees not eligible to retirement from
departmental funds. Tho report maW
an analysis of the finances nr.d tht'r
effect upon tho city since pension funds
were established In 1SS"

"The report calU, attention," en.. ., Mr
Hruere, Introducing the "to a cm,.
illtlou of Inequality In pitiMon P3 .

and extravagance of pension policies n.
cvltably resulting from rueh haphizvi

III considered legislation ns his tut
Into operation the present pension v

tetns In order that n sound con luslvi
may be reached regarding peusi ,,
organization so urgently T
remaining thnn reports, whieti are rm
In courso preparation, will coitain i
detailed presentation the com'n
slon's plan for the reorganization of t'.
eltv's pension systenu.

"Unless the present system It tpridlv
placed on a sound foundation, th
Chamberlain "ono of two thlt.fs
Is bound to happen. Either tho city u.n
face a pension outlay so great that "th
urgent expenses of city goven.inir' n M

be rurtalled or, what Is more llkelv. "
city will seek to escape from th, p. .

ment pensions to the cit;- ..

and their dependents.

Would Illsustrnus.
"Thl would be it situation dls

employees, undesired by tho city nnd
itrucllve of the efficiency of th" :ru"
pal ervlcc.

"In 1J1 the city paid f 765.17: n
pensions, in li'04 thr. pension chi-.- -

grew to ss,22.30.i ; in u.i l j;,.ri'.' r;
was required to pay the of ..
K.iiOli pensioners This, however, ' Icit
the small beginning future burd i

If past pension methods art allowed ti
continue there ' 'nothing to prevent

reaching I jo.imo "A' in
ten years Jl."", cam,ono In v..r

j lo.uoii.eiiij m thirty years "
The report states that of fSOOSSS?"

received by the funds from ts',7 to 1314
Inclusive the city contributed the bv"
amounting to i:.0,10l.4l,. In tt I
city contributed Jl.liir.iilu out of a pf

of received. Taxpayers, 'h
report sa, support the funds withce
realizing how much they pav In I 'M
the city's indirect or "disguised" upp r- -

excise monels. Ullf of
deintieil propel ty, masked ball "iiivc, was i'.Mij,tio.

Four ot th" p 'tislon
anil supreme Coutt funds, are i

by the city's appropriating p' vvr
j ne ueinanos of me police and tin pr
slon funds. I'ity I'hambeilaln HrucH t
ports, which the largest of tlie f .

"unlimited" funds, will inevitably
crease from and 14 jer cent to- -

33 and 4a pep cent, of the resn.
annual ,iiar expenditures. Ic,
these will f.i.i

Heavy I h il rue on iiiKel.
The rep.,rt shows that the carrying

superannuated employees on the "pair
Is a heavy charge on the budget and
etilclency; that almnt 43 per ce-- t

of the entire service work under pe n
provisions which will not let them ret r,
when their retirement would Just a"advantageous to the city, that on i e
other hand about per cent r s
municipal peronrifl. o: C.:7f p.
can obtain penslnnn long before Iter s
any obligation whatever for the t.ixr

jto provide for their support, pen
lovvances not being to "erg s

-- rvice nor made to conform to on, r
elplc applicable to all In 1 cv
stances.

T.ie report condemns the reemploynir
ot pensioners in other city dtpartme

' Pointing OUt that pensioned r,

j ".en .md tlr. men ate drawing. h--
V1.1' Pensions of $nv.'77. salaries
'"';," says that tlv pr- -

rrovishm Is I her,

,;';,g";,tr ." ''
,

" hn"r,:
to their prospicMv. t

f, "'ew e'.""'i"", ,f r"r' ' '
. piy

V, .!"nt, V nil' o'.i " ,T "
' i? 'J".: , 0"'rJ!'" J" ' " ruii.ui'ill 111 lie p.-;-

'iMrm fund.
Me. II..,. . . . a .

to the city s pens'oti
sound foundation, with t'i" int.res-th- e

city and its employees it.guarded In this regard the
that the i ' s liepniiH'hlllty for ...
in t ne perioimnnee of duty 1 cor..- -

', ,v"",cm. ' pension pr
,iiud equality in the !'. ..itlon of retirement principles
entire service,

Three Clanaea nf lleneflti.
The teport advises Inclulins

oi benefits in tlie gene-- a' p
plan

t s'liperaunuatlon s!o.. i
ptovem who grow obi In ..

el.glblhtv to ri tlreiiieii l.ihe
vi hi h should !w,r '"r i '
or policeman than for a '.irl- - 01 ,

and'thc amount of pens-o- -
t

length ot servic
OlsablUV. pensions to t'ios.

tlic.nu.it v tor work Is not !

' l.rturn of mifdo
tions "i ease of dc
d.Mtiies.tl

Tile t sport advocates mi t
vision of cost ot per.sin"..
ill', end ftiiploiccs and s' ite
asoiuco as n would l'i 'inp
bring the retirement sv.-te- .

"'tilts, tc.ij.lble iot if .i w
''uile pensions to i. pet lent
''l" ecs whose death was n
1,1 tbe n rformani e of dim- i.widows and orph ins would

'.' l''"t wllK''1 would I'.ie.ich of f.-- e i iuph.vc, .f
Cuming out ,it h . owi. .

principal tainllv oblmalv:.'
M. Hnwr i.ini. o

vis.llilhtv ! .es.ti ,1, .

Hon with on in!e.ii.it, r. i

ot ..t ,uiploi.,K ii t

slrp ot ,i central pension
cb'rtlly delliod oldec'llc- -

the end that the svslini In p
basis nt permanent solvency

Srnrr Two for Huston.
To run iiMu oi- Thi: sh .

hcie troin New York lot a .n
Mvo things A sign on At' i

.M'tmutc es, "No trosp issin." s

luis'io . VVOIhil i how ,

nosh i espnssltig" Is allowed U
panel sign at ,Mt. , ,i I

deviled and Sllliw.iv !,
gels Hie ii.iu.es ami o lei ,
I ' rill. cnnvclili n i "ei
in Ni W .

hangers would shut otT liic v

Uobton, 4. CWP

figures of captains of Industry, holding 10 decease,! empiovee-U-

the chamber,, where legislators 'P"" ''"M, ,n' c.lty ',r '

l.,s .or.iliisl the Id e r ell and nose as!'. ' " ini.uU;.e'i
people.

people

Theh.s places
question

ri,-l- ,.

Un!td

follows
the

paragraph

therein designated, and all other officer nt serviie accident, the tn'nttn :

of th" States, whose appointments vice be ten years: 'inioiir'
are not therein otherwltn provided for, and slo'is nt a lower scale tl in siipei
which shall be established hy but the Hon a id payable only ure.i

in.iv by law vt the appointment .nice of the disability h.s ,1, 'e'-
er such inferior officers as thy nli periodical physical cxa,tilni"o
Ihlnk tlie

of law, the

was,
the the

appointed
moht ap

the
one officers ,ou

templated by this the
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